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now awakening to life as it is—that
is China to-day as seen by John C.
Uhrlaub of New York, who has just
returned from an extended trip in the
Orient. China, he adds, is at present
Just where Japan was thirty years
ago, so far as the rest of the world
is concerned, excepting that she has
between 350,000,000 and 400,000,000 of
inhabitants, with boundless resources
and practically limitless trade possi-
bilitles; and furthermore, China be-
lieves implicity that its one true and
tried friend {s the United States of
America,

“There Is every reason why China
should so regard us' Mr. Uhrlaub
contimued, “She knows that Amerl-
cans have never attempted to despoil
her, to loot her of art or other treas-
ures, to force a horrible curse like the
soul destroying opium habit on her
innocent and ignorant people or to
seize with iron fist milliards of In-
demnity, so called, on one pretext or
another.

“Always and ever has China felt
that Uncle S8am was her big brother,
a brother as courageous as he is jeal-
ous of her real welfare. When we re-
turned the Boxer indemnity China re-
alized that here, at last, was a nation
which would stand by her, protecting
her honor as it guarded its own, ex-
tending a need of sympathy as prac-
tical a= it was extensive. And from
that day China has looked up to the
United States with absolute faith and
trustfulness.

“Is it any wonder that a visitor from
the United States should find not only
an open door but a neartfelt welcome
awaiting him throughout the length
and breadth of the Chinese Republic?
At least that was my own experience,
and I doubt not that it could be dupli-
cated in hundreds and thousands of
others,

“A curlous, fasc.nating land is
China; backward in very many re-
spects, yes; but in many respects up
to date, alive to the present, looking
forward eagerly to the future. Much
of the pomp and circumstance are
gone, with its wealth of color and ple-
turesqueness; and in place thereof 1
saw evidencesa of a simplleity almost
Spartanlike. For example, it was my
privilege to have audience with the
Minister of Finance, Chow, at Pekin.
and with his assistant Minlster, L. C.
Chang, a graduate of the University
of Wisconsin. The reason for grant-
{ng me the audience was this: Owing
in part to the European war, China
{s facing the possibility that before
long she w.l bhe unable to carry oh
any extensive trade with the United
States, for the simple reason that she
cannot get ships for cargoes sent here
and others sent back there.

“Some glimmering of this possibility
had occurred to me when 1 went over
last November, and the impression was
strengthened by a conversation I had
with an Englishman resident in China,
the head of what Is perhaps the larg-
est Importing and exporting house in
China and Japan. This gentleman saw
even earlier than [ the Imperative
necesgity of providing some means of
shipment for cargoes carrving trade
between China and the United Btates,
and after talking with him and
through the kindness of the American
Minister, 8. P Reinsch, in Pekin
I was enabled to meet Minister Chow
and Mr, Chang. Nothing could more
forcibly illustrate the transition period
in which China now finds herself,

“The Minister of Finance is of course
one of the most powerful men in the
country. The day I called upon him
was cold, mercury registering about
18 degrees below freezing. 1 was
ushered into an anteroom, which had
a dirt floor. There was no carpet; an
oval table and eight or nine plain
chairs constituted all of the furniture
excepting for an old, cheap Iron stove
off In a corner of the room. There
was no glass in the window frames,
olled paper serving instead.

“I found the Minister of Finance
in his inner room, There he sat at
a llttle, simple, cheap desk, amid ¢he
simplest of surroundings, 1 noticed
that while the walls of the room had
been papered, yet in one corner the
paper hung down in shreds. Here also
I found no carpet on the floor, but in
a corner was the counterpart of the
inexpensive iron stove seen In the
outer room,

“On the Minister's desk was a hand
bell that had been broken and was
tied together with a bit of wire, and
near it were Inkstand and penholders
of the chgapest kind that you can
imagine. All the pomp and richness
of the old Manchu dynasty was gone.
Embroidered gowns and luxuriant pea-
cock feathers were things of tha past,
as I realized as soon as T entered and
gave a single glance at the Minister,

“After greeting me with true cour-
tesy he commenced to speak of the
possible future trade relations between
his country and the United States, and

steamship company. He told me how
anxious China is to have a line under
the Chinese flag, to be In connection
with rallway lines, the building of
which China is seriously contemplat-
ing as a necessity in developing the
trade of China. In fact, the Min-
istry has five projects in view for in-
dustrial development, all of which
seem to me to be very feasible and of
inestimable benefit to China and our-
selves here dn the United States,

“China realizes that she has only
one friend in the world, and that is the
United States. I believe the day will
come when the United States will be
very glad to have such a friend as
China. To-day China is in the same
condition as Japan was thirty or thirty-
five years ago—in 1886, for instance,
when I first went there to reside for
some time,

“At that time foreigners thought the
Japanese were not to be taken se-
riously or to be reckoned with in the
world sense. 1 do not share this view
and my feeling as to its falsity was

strengthened as I remained there year

after year, representing a Paris house,
and became able to speak the Jap-
anese language fluently,

“During the recent talks with the
present Minister of Finance at Pekin
he explained how crippled China is
financially, owing to the tremendous
drafts foreign Powers have made on
the Chinese Treasury, And it was
proposed that a steamship line be or-
ganized under American management,
with capital provided by this country
and secured by Chinese Government
bonds. It is known of course that the
British steamships in the Pacific are
being converted into cruisers, that the
German Orlental fleet is gone or in-
terned, and this leaves €or Chinu's
shipping practically nothing besides
the Japanese lines excepting the I'a-
cific Mail Steamship Company's boats,
and that company is seriously affected
as a result of the new navigation taws
recently enacted at Washington.

“The need of such a steamship line
as is proposed is evident and the re-
sults may be very great. ‘Thirty-five
years ago there was not a single ship
in the Japanese merchant marine, but
to-day the Japanese flag is in every
port of the world. Half a dozen large
lines are subsidized by the Japanese
Government and the development is
not ended, not by any means. It is

gone, and in their place are broad,
clean, beautiful highwnays that would
be a credit to any American or Euro-
pean capital. Modern buildings of all
kinds, underground railways, electric
lights, luxurious theatres and elegantly
appointed hotels—every evidence of
the most modern and complete
civilization as we of the Western
world know it. Why, look even at
Corea for evidence of Japan's wonders
ful onward march in a few years—
g0 to Seoul and there you will ind a
hotel costing $800,000, built by Japa-
nese, which Is equal to any in the
United States,

“What Japan has done in the past
thirty or forty years I believe China
may do in the three or four decades;
only China is so much larger, her
wealth and resources and trade neces-
sities are so much more enormous in
the aggregate as to overtop away out
of sight that already accomplished by
Japan. As to the Chinese-American
line of steamships, proposed to me by
the Minister of Finance, nothing can
be definitely said at present. Freight
rates just now are abnormal; it is
not to be expected that after the war
they will rem:iin at this high level
But when the war is over the German
merchants in the Orient are going to
do business again,

“They will not give a pound of
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American or Chinese-American boats
if they should be ready to handle it.

“We must not lose sight, either, of
the fact that during the present hos-
tilities in Europe a great many ships
are being sunk and otherwise de-
stroyed. These will have to be replaved
by other ships owned by somebody,
for the demand to carry freight will
spring up again,

“There Is another thing that a good
many persons perhaps have not had
brought to their attention. It will
take many ship bottoms to carry to
Europe material that Europe will
have to have in rebuilding the clties
and towns now being ruined on every
hand. Timber, iron, raw material of
every kind will be needed, and also
will be needed the men to get them
out of the enrth and into shape where
they can be worked over into manu-
factured articles, 1 do not think that
all Europe will be able to furnish
building {ron, structuril steel and
lumber as fast as will be needed for
rebuilding of the citles and towns
laid waste; and yet as soon as peace
comes #uch rebuilding must be under-
taken at once.

“Immediately Europe will be con-
fronted with the fact that irrespec-
tive f her mines and forests a vast
proportion of her labor supply has
been destroyed, A couple of milllon

Mr. Uhrlaub expressed himself as
seriously concerned over Japan's re-
cent proposals regarding China.

“Do you know what would have
been the result had China accepted
the demands that Japanese officers
should train and direct China's army?
Let me tell you in a word; the Japa-
nese military men, by thus achleving
command, could have declded just
who should be brought into the army
of China; with a population of nearly
400,000,000 Chinese to draw upon,
Japan thereupon could organize, equip
and train the largest army of fighting
men the world has ever seen. And
this military machine of incalculable
power, trained to Japanese standards
of efficiency by Japin's ablest officers,
would have been a menace to civiliza-
tion.

“To-day's China's army, like our
own, is simply negligible, when com-
pared with other organizations of
fighting men; but, like our own, be-
cause of the intelligence prevailing
among the population, it could easily
be brought in the course of a few
vears to a very high order of ef-
ciency.

“Yes,” Mr. Uhrlaub went on, re-
flectively, “to-day China Is the child
of the Orlent, stepping toward West-
ern civilization, Thorough, thrifty,
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Stepping from the Orient toward Western civilization.

She Regards United States As Her Onl
Friend Among Nations—Chinese-
American Ship Line Urged

only about $14,000,000, N

hard working China is the Teuton of
Asia, while Japan is like the French
of mercurial] temperament. ‘What
China has y to learn is to cease
looking backward and to look forward
into the future,

“Ancestor worship Is not merety a
religion, it is an obsession, We iIn
America look far ahead and ask
ourselves what we can do so that our
children will Be further advanced than
we in every way, The Chinese, on the
other hand, look backward and ask
what their remote ancestors would do
about this or ghat or the other thing.

“Of course Ehere is no Government
in China uucm'qn we understand the
word. The republic is working out,
but very slowly, very slowly, 1 be-
lieve that Yuan Shih-K'ai has the
best for China at his heart; but Sun
Yat-sen, who Is In exile in Japan, is
continually trying to foment trouble
against President Yuan. They are
very different types of men, of course
Sun Yat-Sen having come from
coolie family, having been brought up
by Missionaries in Hongkong, and
being known as a ‘rice Christian’'

“As to financial and economle
China to-day, 1 am convinced that all
she needs {8 a proper organization
and collection of her taxes in order to
be relieved of onerous burden, For-
merly the salt tax brought a very
small return to the Government; but
when hypothecited to a British finan
cler and managed under his direc-
tion, it shortly increasel five or six
times, and ¢his without adding new
load to the taxpayers but by honesty
and economy of organization and col-
lection.

“The entire land tax of China—the
whole of China, remember—brings to

simply  incredible  the tremendous the Government treasury each year
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A section of the great wall built as protection against foreign barbarians,
Above—Open air restaurants in China have no cabarets attached.
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proper administration
not less than $400,000,000
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